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must be given rank among the causes generating and propelling the currents of reform, it is clear that still other basic factors were at work.
Democracy: Women's Rights
The wave of reforms which enlisted so much enthusiasm and so much condemnation in part reflected the advancing force of democracy and in part extended this force into the field of social relationships. Although American democracy in many ways was related to comparable patterns of thought in the Old World, especially to humanitarianism and Romanticism, in some ways it was a unique creed and program of action.
With much plausibility Ralph Gabriel has argued that the American democratic faith which had emerged by the mid-century included both a naturalistic and a supematuralistic base. On the one hand it rested on the eighteenth-century faith in an orderly, law-governed universe in which both man and his institutions, the more these were harmonized with natural law, improved. On the other hand American democracy merged these concepts with a religiously fervent, transcendental faith in the dignity and potentiality and power of the individual, including the common man. The thoroughly consistent exponents of democracy widened the circle to include women and emphasized the individual not only as a final end but as a means of achieving that end. That end was the full gro\vth and power of the individual, of every individual; the means by which this was to be achieved was individual effort, combined with that of others, to break down all the barriers, be they tradition, law, or interest, that stood in the way of elevating ever}' individual in the most depressed ranks to full power and glory.
It was the merging of the rational doctrine of perfectibility and progress on the one hand with the religious emotion of individualism on the other that came to be identified with America both as a symbol and as an actuality. This complex of democracy and Americanism, as we shall discover in discussing nationalism and patriotism, further implied an inexorable faith in the eternal and universal superiority of America's republican and democratic institutions, of their fitness for all people, at all times, in all places, and of the duty of furthering their final triumph.